MORPHOLOGY

Morphology is the science and study of the smallest
grammatical units of language, and of their formation
into woull, including infection, derivation and

to Dorfmnn, morphology is the

ﬂlo ways and methods of grouping sounds into
or words, of definite, distinct,

umnd—enmplueu
mmﬁmnl meaning. Bloomfield calls it the sl:udy of the
struc in whmh bound forms appear among the °
constituents. Broadly speaking, morphology is the study
of the m of wmtl-m It studies how the words
are formed, where they originate from, what their
rammatical forms are, what the functions of prefixes
and suffixes in ﬂlolhrmlﬁon::]:rord. are, on wht;tbas:.ls
the parts of speech of a guage are forme
bem md::r:umber, plural, etc. function,
how and why the word-forms change.
Morp is "a level of structure between the
holo? the s)mtaetic It is complementary to

w Morphology is the grammar of words; syntax
mmar l:lfta’;elfl‘t}:a*r _ One accounts for the internal
or ‘form’ of wurdu (typically as sequences of

Mphm:ﬂ, the other describes how these words are put
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. nilar or identical |; 15t
I8} in ustic forms,
and is “"t:d't:“lblﬂ Or analyzable into smg,ler ;';rnrsm?f
we try reak or analyze g : ms.

contstituents, it loses its identity
sequence of meaningless noises. e

nati+on). Analyzing the m
the realm of phonology. Pt

Morphemes may or may not '

may not have a Phqﬂolﬂgitﬂlyrepre];:;iaﬁzz"lll:l%-:nl?:qnz:
negative meaning in unfriendly unhealthy, unable,
unemployed and ma.iy other words, but is meaningless
in under. (-er) has a constant meaning in teacher,
heater, reader, writer, speaker, painter, leader: etc
Bu:nl:n:’fﬂ::l:‘ _dllﬁlmlt to pin down any constant
me in respect, inspect circumspect, for
pre in and spectacle or protest, professor,
. | proceed, etc. In plural words
Mvo two morphemes in each words;
the first morpheme in each case has a phonological
representation but the second one has no phonological
representation and is called zero morpheme.
Morphologically the plural noun sheep is [sheep)+l), that
is to say that the word ‘sheep’ is made up of two
morphemes sheep plus a plural morpheme which is
present in the meaning but is not physically vresent in
spelling or pronunciation. .

Morphemes sometimes vary in their phonological
. manifestations. Pro, for instance, is pronounced different

and the noun The plural morpheme
F‘m wum‘ cats, maps and snacks;

z] in dogs, hands, and ideas; (iz) in words like
' Ll{ni:llu.jdm but it has no phonetic form

at all in the plural nouns such as sheep, fish, etc. Then
there are completely idiosyncratic forms such as oxen,
children, brethren. It is not always clear whether or
m.ﬁ;mmnquuenm,shouldbemnsideredu
morpheme, For instance, should animal be said to
mdm morphemes anima (a) and (b) |, or just
one? consider natural: it has two morphemes (nature|
“l-‘.m'tmﬂlmmrdmmulmrd
having two morphemes (wo-) and (maml? A sound

morpheme into its
and we er.d up with a
€.g., nation (na+tion, or
mes leads us straight into
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some words: it |
rphemt‘ in unnaty .
rpheme in unde,

sequence is a morpheme in
others. Un clearly is a mo
unfaithful but it is not & mo

”ﬂlliti RS (m:
ma w monoﬂj’ 2 man) s
lﬂan&e?ﬁ?::ﬁﬂnh{c as (happy) and (natur,
: been called a m ammay;,
h

Another synonym for
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)ens only once and
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wh?fh are alike in two ways: (1) in the allophones of
which they are composed and, (ii) in the meaning which
they have” (Nelson Francis),

_ The allomorphs are phonologically conditioned.
Their forms are dependent on the adjacent phonemes. Or
else, they are morphologically conditioned That is,,
when morphepaea are affected by their phonological
environment ‘sandhi’, they become allomorphs. For
example, /-z/, /-s/, [liz/, and /-¢/ are the various
allomorphs of the plural morpheme (-z) in English.

The study of different shapes of allomorphs is half-
way between phmnl;y and morphology and is
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: to find a principle gy,
this m:’m wndn“will discover that tE:p
generalizations can be restated in even mMore gene ) -
precise terms, as given below:, _

[
g

1. /-s/ap :::pt the sibilants and ﬂﬂricatl:g“a
after morphs ending in ..
* mﬂudbilmtl and lffricat;"’@d

3. fiz/appears after morphs ending in sibilants .




. d : 1
phonatlcally conditio ed pg 21

Tegular | .
as regular. Men c“‘*d allomorph.. T CONtrast with the

‘€N, chil - T]Jhn, which
A N L

:::el':n: i‘:“.i!ll al}d oxe.;‘-“,}fl::fp:: alumni criteria,
i e, bt lowmorphs o, ::_‘:E morpheme
likewise, the "past, Loy 100k, fled, buite. Ao ought,
ullomot];hl “Paat Participle morp It, and so on,

» 88 in drunk, brought, heme has irregular
stood, put and on. Sum, been, broken,

Let us analyze Some
Oxen-oz+/-an/ of the words stated above:
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".Pbeﬂ')'. I"Epresenl.g ‘_he Bn"Cﬂ”&d -crnnberry Iﬂﬂrph’

roblem-
P - L

A similar problem is raised by the English wh-and

words: where-there, when-then, whither-thither.
should these be analysed as two morphemes, wh-ere,
the-ere and so on? Perhaps this would be a good
solution if the.’f_’ were the only wh-words English
possessed. The situation is complicated by the existence
of who, why which cannot be divided, it may be more
gatisfactory to keep where, when, whither as single
mw also.

Hence morphemic cutting is not as simple as it seems 10

‘h.
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. the recurrent formative morp},., )
m’l‘h: t’}l:':i:es I:m roots. Alflixes are of l?lr;jf
plﬂ—"l’r'ﬁ’r infix and suffix. In the Englis}, ‘"dE
:{Kb rgceivei mml:ve, :Leceive, perf“"n\s
employment, re-, de-, per-, un. 5
p@"ﬁ::ﬁ';l'h“:reﬁ:u are affixed before the rogys Da:!;:
cannot occur independently; they are bound morphey,,
The pl.uml,form!hw -8, -en: the _vu'b Pﬂﬂidlgm aqué
ing, -d, -ed, etc, the comparative and superlative e,
e ad) C ives(er .;“ — MQ many other n“ﬂgl
i =ness, -less, -ment are cy)|,
-.._ : muornn&




M{Aﬂn |12

hey nrs ;
s. T ' relatively limited occurrence, and

gail' d't::':ill;::::::::uIl:'”h 0 be arbitrary. (Prefixes are
glway® ©F .
Inﬂ,ﬂﬂmm" sullixes are ‘terminal’, and their
» ination never changes the ¢lass (part of speech) of
e root, for example, in sweeter and sweetest, the
Lermination of -er-by-est does not change the part of
h; both the forms remain adjecti ves; come in a verb
They come Iate, and if we add an inflectional
.Fum;,..*inl we get i:he form coming (as in They are
coming) which is still a verb. An inflected form can be
‘eplacﬂd by another inflected form only, e g

§
in

drink-s
He steal-s
play-s
but not
He steal/drink/play, ete.

An inflectional suffix occurs at the end position of
mmmuﬁmmm&mmm
flection. We can say
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bound base an, 129
deceive, e -coive i,

I r!‘:-‘llt'p' l}"rr"‘i\'pl
Compounds

A compound i«

: lexic:
lexical morphemes Xical unit

in which two or more

. ree
alrcraﬂ,.tE!tliunk, “'hitg-.::mﬂ fire justaposed. e g
fingerprint P, slow.down, bed-side,
Idioms

An idiom is a h
be predicted frurnn [IT‘RE' e meaning of which cannot

e tol .
morphemes it compri mdividual meanings of the
items; it is difficult to trang)

e l:ti:T}: are complex lexical
into another; they have culturally E:t::::p one language

PHONOLOGICAL SEMANTIC AND
SYNTACTIC CONSIDERATIONS

In the determinations and identification of
morphemes all these considerations help a great deal.
When a person learns a morpheme he has to tie together
three kinds of information: phonological, semantic and
syntactic. Morphs like meet and meat will have the
same phonological representation/mi: v, they have to be
distinguished on the basis of meaning and usage. Some

is not fully defined by its semantic and phonological:

properties alone. It also has _ljmtld;it pmpﬂ'hﬂi. some
syntactic representation that determines how it ﬁu::_h::hnz
S I function only as & noun,

language. Rat, for example, can Juncion o%% T’ By
and never say, :::.:Mp:d““:’: the table is a

it Jue ¢ fat jumped
e o b
= rﬂtﬂ- are " c

nd syntactic properties
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e

What is a zero morpht?

¥
4. What is the r'rnm‘wrj. "leph'prnhh-m_’

5. Distinguish betu een a morpheme and an
allomorph.

6. Distinguish between a phoneme and a
morpheme.

Distinguish between inflection and derivalion.

8. Disﬁngui:h between [ree and bound

morphemes.

Write briefly on (i) the molivalions for «
9. morphological analysis; (ii) the fnrmutu:fr;_;f{

plural in English and your mother !nng;:m l:'; .

the functions of past lense form in Eng

and your mother fongue.

What do you understand by morphol wical

10. |
;:::’.:c.l'lmkl of both free’ and ‘bound
morphemes. B

(1. Writle short nole on phoneme, morpheme
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